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COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT 2025/2026.      www.llangynhafal.org.uk
Hello and welcome to all residents of Gellifor, Hendrerwydd, Llangynhafal and Llanychan who together form the Community/Parish of Llangynhafal.
In accordance with legislation introduced by the Welsh Government, the Community Council must prepare and publish an annual report about the Council’s priorities, activities, and achievements during the past year. This is our fourth report which we hope you will find of interest.
GENERAL ISSUES – the Council meets formally on the last Wednesday evening of the month (except August and December) at the Community Centre, Gellifor. These are structured meetings with a full agenda. Anyone can attend to observe and there is an opportunity for public questions. 
Your Community Councillors are as follows:                                                                                      Cllrs Iona Pierce, Bryan Jones, Huw Jones, Kevin Shenton, Ian Jones, David Taylor, Paul Evans and Andy Mitchelmore(Chair).  
Topics covered by the Community Council are varied and, in the main, are governed by legislation but priority is given to matters raised by residents. 
As mentioned in previous reports, the following have been identified by residents as areas for the Community Council to look into:                                                                                      *The need for improved street furniture *The need for a community playing field *Improvements to the community centre *Establishing community events *Establishing a community garden *The need for a Community Christmas tree at Gellifor and Hendrerwydd *Problems relating to dog fouling and keeping the villages tidy *Better footpath access and signage *The poor condition of the roads *Affordable housing. 
The following paragraphs provide information on the main issues discussed over the last 12 months:
  1.FUNDING TO IMPROVE OPEN SPACES AND PLAY AREAS - PURCHASE OF OUTSIDE PLAY EQUIPMENT – this is an ongoing project and Denbighshire CC are once again inviting bids from organisations within the community in respect of special funding of £12,529.00 made available through the Planning Dept to improve open spaces and play facilities in the Llangynhafal area.
Following local consultation involving the school, the provision of new outside play equipment for children was identified as the preferred project. The equipment will be located on the school playing field for use by the school and by the local community.
The Community Council has obtained quotations in respect of the equipment and a formal bid for funding is now being put together for submission to Denbighshire County Council before the April deadline. It is hoped that a decision will be made by the County Council within the next few months.
  2. COMMUNITY GARDEN PROJECT – the Community Garden continues to flourish thanks to the hard work of Iola Quinn and numerous volunteers.
This year, the Community Council has been looking into the provision of garden waste collection and arrangements have now been made with Denbighshire for Green Bins to be provided
  3. PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING – the development of land adjacent to Gellifor Farm where the applicant submitted revised plans to erect 14 dwellings including provision for affordable housing and a community parking area continues to receive attention with work having commenced on the removal of the hedgerow and the erection of a new fence.
It will be necessary to widen the road to provide for a pavement and the Community Council has asked Planning to ensure that all new boundaries at the front and back are planted with new hedges.
The inclusion of a community parking area is welcomed and the Community Council pressed the Planning Authority to classify a greater proportion of the new development as affordable housing but without success.
The lack of affordable housing continues to be a cause for concern and Denbighshire’s new Local Development Plan is still awaited.
  4. DEFIBRILLATORS – residents are reminded that there are four defibrillators within the community, situated at Gellifor School, Hendrerwydd Kiosk, the entrance to Llangynhafal Church and outside the Golden Lion Inn. 
During the year, the defibrillator outside the Golden Lion, Llangynhafal became faulty and a new defibrillator was ordered and is now in place.
Once again, the Community Council is grateful to Tony Killow for looking after and maintaining the equipment.
  5. BUDGET 2025/2026 – The Community Council tax precept remained unchanged at £5250.00 or a community council tax band charge of £14.50. This continues to be one of the lowest Community Council Tax demands within Denbighshire. The Council’s accounts are audited annually by an internal and external auditor and there were no adverse comments or recommendations made by them. 
  6. COMMUNITY SEATS – as reported in previous years, the Community Council is carrying out a programme of maintenance/replacement work on the various seats around the community. This year, maintenance work was carried out on a number of seats and, at Commins and Rhewl turning, groundwork was carried out to replace the grassed areas with stones/hardcore to prevent the areas becoming muddy during wet weather.
  7. HIGHWAY MATTERS – as reported previously, the Community Council is in regular communication with Denbighshire Highways regarding a range of issues including complaints about the condition of roads and in particular potholes.
This year, the Community Council was grateful to Denbighshire Highways for carrying out major road resurfacing work from Cyffion, Llangynhafal to Hendrerwydd and from Hendrerwydd to Gellifor.
However, the Community Council continues to press for other roads within the community to receive attention as follows:                                                                                                                                                      * Hwylfa Fain - from Llanychan to the top road, Llangynhafal                                                                 * Gables to Hendrerwydd.                                                                                                                  * Bryn Onnen corner above Gellifor Farm.                                                                                               * The mountain road beyond Llangynhafal Church towards Cilcain.                                                        *The road from the Golden Lion towards FforddLas.
Other work includes:                                                                                                                                              * Unblocking roadside drains and gulleys.                                                                                                      * Removing moss from pavements.                                                                                                                    * Grass and hedgecutting 
During the year, a review of the 20mph speed limit was carried out on the road from Plas yn Rhos to Gellifor when it was decided that, in the interest of road safety, the speed limit should remain at 20mph.
  8. MOEL FAMAU COUNTRY PARK/FOOTPATHS AND BRIDLEWAYS – residents will be aware that a large part of Llangynhafal is within the previously designated “Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)”, now referred to as “National Landscape”. 
Once again, the priority has been to ensure that access via footpaths, lanes, gates, styles etc are not restricted to ensure that residents are able to obtain maximum enjoyment and benefit from the outstanding countryside on our doorstep. During the year, the Community Council has been in discussion with the Right of Way Section at Denbighshire regarding the path from Gellifor Farm Corner to Llangynhafal Church where difficulties are being encountered regarding styles and accessability. The Community Council will continue to press for improvements along this path. 
In addition, concern has been expressed by the Council regarding the poor condition of the path from Pen Stryt, Gellifor to Llanychan, particularly at the Llanychan end where the path is narrow and overgrown. This is currently being looked at by the Rights of Way Section.
With regard to Hwylfa Llwyn Isaf and Hwylfa Llwyn Uchaf , these remain the most used paths in the community giving access to the Clwydian Range. During the year work was carried out to improve these paths and the Community Council continues to monitor their condition along with all other paths in the community.
  9. GRASS CUTTING DURING THE SUMMER SEASON – the Community Council continues to make arrangements with David Weyman for the larger roadside grassed areas to be cut and kept in a tidy condition. It is felt that this work greatly enhances the appearance of the community during the summer months and we are grateful to David Weyman for carrying out the work to a high standard.
  10. CHRISTMAS TREES AND LIGHTS – residents will be aware that the Christmas trees and lights at Gellifor and Hendrerwydd have now become an annual event. The Community Council is grateful to Paul Evans, Andy Mitchelmore, Kevin Shenton and Mike Quinn for their work in making the arrangements each year. 
A permanent power connection for the Christmas lights at Gellifor has been arranged with the Denbighshire Street Lighting Section and discussions are currently taking place regarding a similar provision for the lights at Hendrerwydd. 
  11. DOG FOULING – this continues to be a matter of concern to residents and waste bag dispensers have been bought and placed around the community. The Community Council is grateful to Kevin Shenton for his work in ensuring that the dispensers are kept fully stocked.
  12. COMMUNITY CENTRE – as reported previously, ownership of the community centre rests with the Community Council with management issues being the responsibility of the Community Centre Committee in consultation with the school. Residents are reminded that the Centre is available for hire with a booking calendar available inside the Centre. 
The Community Council is currently in discussions with Denbighshire’s Legal Department regarding the renewal of the lease which allows for use of the school site by the community.
  13. SCHOOL PLAYING FIELD – residents are reminded that the school playing field is available for children to use out of school hours and we continue to be grateful to the school Governors for their cooperation in this matter. It is hoped that new outdoor play equipment will be erected in the very near future.
  14. HENDRERWYDD UCHAF – the Community Council is pleased to report that work on providing a special plaque at Hendrerwydd, to mark the location and transfer in 1957 of the 16th century farm-house to St Fagans Folk Museum, Cardiff, has been completed. The plaque is situated on the grassed area opposite Hendrerwydd Farm.
  15. NEW NOTICE BOARDS – the Council is currently working on a programme to replace the existing notice boards situated within the community. Priority has been given to replacing the Community Council Notice Board outside the School which is now in poor condition. It is hoped that a new Notice Board will be in place shortly.
  16.  LLANGYNHAFAL FOOTBALL CLUB – the Council was pleased to learn that arrangements were being made for the football club to play its 2026 Summer League fixtures at Hendrerwydd rather than at Rhewl. Members welcomed the fact that the Club was returning to play its home fixtures within the community and it was agreed by the Council that financial assistance be provided to help set up the new facilities at Hendrerwydd.
  17. THE GOLDEN LION, LLANGYNHAFAL – as residents will be aware, the Golden Lion, Llangynhafal is no longer operating as a public house. This is a sad development resulting in the loss of a valuable community facility which had been open to the public for well over 100years.
Discussions have been held with officers from the County Planning Department regarding the future of the property and in particular, its continued designation as a public house. The discussions are ongoing and the Council, in consultation with residents, is anxious to find a way of ensuring that the property can open again as a public house rather than being converted to a private dwelling. 
  18. MATTERS RAISED AT LAST YEARS OPEN MEETING – these included:                                                                                                                                                        (i) The lack of a meeting place where residents can come together during the week for tea, coffee and a chat etc.                                                                                                        (ii) Provision of mobile bank and post office to the village.                                                                 (iii) Provision of day time classes.
During the year, the Community Council has looked into the above matters with discussions regarding a meeting place away from the school being ongoing. With regard to the other matters, the Council arranged for a survey of resident’s requirements relating to day time classes and mobile banking to be carried out. However, the results of the survey were disappointing with very little interest being shown in either topic.
With regard to banking facilities, residents are reminded that the post office at Llandyrnog is fully operational and, for non-motorists, can be easily accessed via the current public bus service which stops outside the post office.
OTHER ISSUES – In addition to the items already mentioned, other issues covered by the Council over the last 12 months include consideration of planning applications as they arise, financial matters including requests for financial assistance and the proposed new North East Wales (Glyndwr) National Park which will take in the Moel Famau Country Park. 
 
The Chair and Members of the Community Council.                                                                           18.04.2026

