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Minutes of a meeting of the Community Council held at the Community Centre on                    29th October, 2025.
PRESENT – Cllrs Andy Mitchelmore (Chair), Paul Evans, Ian Jones, David Taylor, Iona Pierce, Bryan Jones and Huw Jones together with the Clerk (John Roberts) and Fran Williams, Denbighshire Community Development Team.
APOLOGIES – Cllr. Kevin Shenton.                                                                                                                            1.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr Paul Evans declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 12(b) being a director of Townsend Supplies Ltd.                                                                                                                                                                                 2. APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT AID – Fran Williams, Denbighshire Community Development Team Leader, was welcomed to the meeting and proceeded to outline the work carried out by her Development Team in support of community organisations seeking funding for specific projects. In particular, she commented on the Public Recreational Open Space Commuted Sum Scheme, where £11,370.00 had been set aside to support projects taking place in the Community Council Area of Llangynhafal. This Scheme would be opening again for applications in the new year and she was aware that the Community Council was currently looking to provide outside play equipment on the school field, a scheme which she felt met the required criteria. She also commented on Wind Farm Grants and the fact that schemes relating to Llangynhafal were eligible to apply for support.                                                                                                                                                                         She emphasised that The Community Development Team was available to support the Community Council in making bids for funding. Other organisations set up to help community groups included:- (i) CWMPAS – a Welsh Government Agency and (ii) The Plunkett Foundation – a national charity providing support to people in rural areas looking to run businesses e.g. shops or pubs in community ownership.                                                                                                                                                                       After a full discussion, Fran Williams was thanked for attending the meeting and for explaining the grants and support available to the Community Council when making applications for funding.                                                                                                 
3. MINUTES – The minutes of the meeting of the Community Council held on                                    24th September 2025 were submitted and confirmed as a correct record. 
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4. Denbighshire Commuted Sum Funding of £11,370.00 to improve open spaces – Application to provide outdoor play equipment on the school field.
As reported at the last meeting, amended proposals and costings had been received from Creative Play Ltd and these were currently being examined by staff at the School. It was explained that, when submitting an application for funding, it was likely that more than one quotation would be required and the Chair agreed to look into this further.
5. Plaque at Hendrerwydd to mark the location and transfer of Hendrerwydd Uchaf                                     (16th century farmhouse) to St Fagans Museum, Cardiff – 
 It was reported that an oak pillar had been purchased and that the plaque and plinth were ready to be installed on the pillar. Cllrs Ian Jones and Paul Evans agreed to carry out the installation work at Hendrerwydd as soon as possible. It was again mentioned that, following completion of the work, it would be necessary to add the site to the grass cutting contract.                                                                                                                                                                   .                                                                                                                                                                             6. Community Garden at Maes Hafal, Provision of Green Bins for Garden Waste – it was reported that an application together with payment of £85.00 had been submitted to the Trade Waste Department at Denbighshire for 2 garden waste bins to be delivered to the Community Garden at Maes Hafal. To date, the bins had not been received and it was agreed to keep the matter under review.
7. Highway matters –                                                                                                                                           (a) Poor condition of the roads – it was reported that a number of roads within the community remained in very poor condition and it was agreed that the following again be referred to Highways for urgent attention:                           .                                                                                                                                                                          i. Hwylfa Fain (Llanychan to Llangynhafal road) particularly at the top end near to Dedwyddfa, Llangynhafal. 
ii. The Gables to Hendrerwydd.
iii. Hendrerwydd to Cyffion, Llangynhafal.
(b) Overgrown Hedges – concern was once again expressed regarding overgrown roadside hedges in and around Gellifor and it was agreed that this matter be referred to Highways for attention.
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(iv) Roadside surface water drains – now that Autumn has arrived, members felt there was a need to ensure that roadside surface water drains were cleaned and emptied to prevent flooding during the winter months. It was agreed that Highways be asked to take appropriate action regarding this matter.                                                    
8. New Lease for the Community Centre – it was reported that this matter had again been raised with Denbighshire and a reply was awaited.
9. Matters from the April Open Meeting – Support for Older Residents – it was reported that this matter was being looked into by Cllr Kevin Shenton who had arranged for a survey of resident’s requirements relating to IT training and mobile banking to be carried out. Further information regarding the survey would be submitted to the next meeting. 
10. Golden Lion, Llangynhafal – it was reported that the Golden Lion was for sale but was no longer operating as a public house and was only available for special functions.
Members again stated that they were sorry to learn of the loss of a valuable community facility which had been open to the public for well over 100 years.
The Chair reported that, since the last meeting, he had been contacted by a number of residents expressing concern regarding the closure, with the possibility of the pub being operated as a community venture being raised. In this respect, it had been felt that clarity was required regarding County Planning matters including permitted activities and change of use permission if the premisses became a domestic residence. 
It was understood that this was being looked into by individuals within the community and it was agreed that the situation also be looked into on behalf of the Community Council. The Chair stated he would arrange to carry out this work.
11. Footpaths – as agreed at the last meeting, it was reported that arrangements were being made to request that a kissing gate be erected to replace the stile at the junction of footpaths 9/1 and 9/3, Gellifor Farm field, Llangynhafal.
12. FINANCIAL MATTERS – (a) Current Financial Balance – members noted that the Council’s bank balance at 01.10.2025 stood at £6,477.97. After allowing for unpresented cheques the balance stood at £6059.55
                                                                                                                                                   PAGE 316                                                                                                                                                           (b) Payment of Invoices – it was agreed that the following invoices be approved for payment: (i) Townsend Supplies Ltd - £45.60 (materials re erection of plinth at Hendrerwydd ) (ii) Mr Les Jones - £150.00 (repairing community seats).                                                      .                                                                                                                                                                             (c) Completion of 2024/2025 Audit of Accounts – correspondence from Audit Wales was submitted from which it was noted that the Community Council accounts for 2024/2025 had been approved by the Auditor General for Wales with no matters giving cause for concern. Resolved – that the Auditors report be received and noted.
13. PLANNING APPLICATION – Rhos Cottage, Gellifor Ref 22/2025/0408/HH – erection of a two-storey extension to rear of dwelling and associated works.                                                                      Resolved – that the Community Council has no adverse comments regarding the application.
14. NEW CORRESPONDENCE - New correspondence regarding the following matters had been circulated to members prior to the meeting:
(a) One Voice Wales/Planning Aid Wales – The monthly Newsletter together with details of training events were submitted and noted. 
(b) Proposed New North East Wales (Glyndwr) National Park – correspondence from Denbighshire County Council outlining their comments and observations regarding the proposals was submitted and noted.
(c) Remembrance Sunday 2025 – it was reported that poppy wreaths had been received from the Royal British Legion in readiness for Remembrance Sunday. Cllr Paul Evans agreed to make appropriate arrangements on behalf of the Community Council.
(d) Christmas Tree Arrangements 2025 – it was agreed that the cost of providing Christmas Trees at Gellifor and Hendrerwdd be met by the Community Council. Cllrs Paul Evans and Ian Jones agreed to make the appropriate arrangements.
15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – it was agreed that the next meeting of the Community Council be held at the Community Centre on 26th November 2025.





