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Minutes of a meeting of the Community Council held at the Community Centre on                    28th January, 2026.
PRESENT – Cllrs Andy Mitchelmore (Chair), Ian Jones, David Taylor, Iona Pierce                        Kevin Shenton and Paul Evans together with the Clerk (John Roberts).
1. APOLOGIES – Cllrs. Bryan Jones and Huw Jones.                                                                                                                          2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr Ian Jones declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 15(b)                                                                                                                                                                                
3. MINUTES – The minutes of the meeting of the Community Council held on                                    26th November 2025 were submitted and confirmed as a correct record. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 MATTERS FROM THE MINUTES
4. Denbighshire Commuted Sum Funding of £12,529.00 to improve open spaces – Application to provide outdoor play equipment on the school field at Gellifor.
It was reported that the new round of bids for Commuted Sum Funding had commenced, the closing date having been set for 20th April 2026. 
The Chair stated that he was in discussions with Fran Williams at Denbighshire regarding completing the appropriate application forms. Three quotations had been obtained and it was hoped that the lowest complied with the terms and conditions of the available funding.
A further report would be submitted to the next meeting when it was hoped that a draft version of the completed application forms would be available for approval. 
5. Plaque at Hendrerwydd to mark the location and transfer of Hendrerwydd Uchaf                                     (16th century farmhouse) to St Fagans Museum, Cardiff – 
With reference to the above, Cllr Iona Pierce reported that, in accordance with the action agreed at the last meeting, arrangements had been made to inform residents that the plaque, which marked the site where Hendrerwydd Uchaf once stood, was now in place.
                                                                                                                                                                                       6. Community Garden at Maes Hafal, Provision of Green Bins for Garden Waste – it was reported that the bins had now been delivered by Denbighshire to the Community Garden site.
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This news was welcomed by members. However, it was agreed that the Community Council should continue to press for resurfacing work to be carried out at the following locations:                     .                                                                                                                                                                     (i) Hwylfa Fain (Llanychan to Llangynhafal road) particularly at the top end near to Dedwyddfa, Llangynhafal. 
(ii) The Gables to Hendrerwydd.
(iii) The double bend at Bryn Onnen, Llangynhafal (on the road from Gellifor Farm towards Llangynhafal).
(iv) The road from the Golden Lion towards Ffordd Las.
(b) Overgrown Hedges – members were pleased to note that the majority of the hedges causing concern had now been cut.
(c) Cleaning and emptying of roadside surface water drains – it was reported that this matter had been referred to Highways for attention.
(d) Pavements in and around Gellifor – it was reported that the complaints received regarding moss on the pavements had been referred to Highways who had recently arranged for the moss to be cleared away. 
(e) Give Way sign at Cyffion Crossroads – it was agreed that Highways be asked to replace the broken give way sign at Cyffion.
8. New Lease for the Community Centre – the Clerk reported that correspondence had been received from Denbighshire regarding this matter and that he was currently reviewing the information received with a view to a meeting being arranged with members of the Community Centre Committee and a representative from Denbighshire’s Legal Department.
9. Golden Lion, Llangynhafal – it was reported that concern continued to be expressed within the community regarding the closure of the Golden Lion and possible application for change of use to a domestic property which would result in the permanent loss of a valued community facility which has been in existence for over a hundred years.
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It was agreed that the situation be kept under review.                                                                                .                                                                                                                                                                                                                             10. Footpaths – (i) Path 9/3 Gellifor Farm to Llangynhafal Church – in accordance with the action agreed at the last meeting, the Clerk stated that the dangerous condition of path 9/3 i.e. the steep drop from the field down to the road leading to Llangynhafal Church, had been reported to the Highways Dept with a request that they investigate the possible closure of this section of the path.
In reply, Highways stated that the power they had to close or delete paths was very limited and it was unlikely that this section of the path would meet the criteria. They agreed that the deep narrow nature of the road with steep sides was not suitable to install steps as the steps would interfere with vehicles using the road. However, they agreed to have the path inspected and would consider what options were available to address the concerns.
(ii) Paths 4/2 and 4/3 Pen Stryt, Gellifor to Llanychan – It was reported that this path had become difficult to negotiate due to overgrown grass and hedges. Cllr David Taylor agreed to visit the path to determine its condition and the action required to make the path suitable for walkers.
11. Christmas Tree Arrangements for Gellifor and Hendrerwydd 2025 – Cllrs Paul Evans and Ian Jones were thanked for their work in purchasing and erecting the Christmas trees at Gellifor and Hendrerwydd.
12. Kiosk/Defibrillator at Hendrerwydd – Cllr Ian Jones agreed to investigate the lighting arrangements in the Kiosk where the defibrillator is located.
13. Neighbourhood Policing – information regarding this matter had been obtained by Cllr Iona Pierce and it was agreed to invite a member of the Neighbourhood Police Team to a future meeting of the Council to give a report on police matters in the area.
14. Future projects – it was agreed that this item be placed on hold pending completion of the School Playing Field project.
15. FINANCIAL MATTERS – (a) Current Financial Balance – members noted that the Council’s bank balance at 01.01.2026 stood at £6,526.71. After allowing for unpresented cheques the balance stood at £6,226.95.
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 (c) Financial Donations 2025/2026 -   it was reported that various organisations had written to the Council over the past 12 months requesting assistance and it was agreed that financial donations be awarded to the following: (i) Wales Air Ambulance - £70.00                                        (ii) Denbigh First Responders - £70.00 (iii) Urdd Gobaith Cymru - £70.00                                                          (iv) Liverpool Heart and Chest Hospital - £50.00
(d) Appointment of Internal Auditor – it was reported that for many years this role had been carried out by Mr Frank Brown who had sadly passed away last year. In his absence, the role had been carried out by Mr Gwynfor Rushton, a retired local government officer with experience of community council work and council finances and a person who is independent of the Council at Llangynhafal. Mr Rushton had indicated that he would be willing to carry out the duties of internal auditor if asked to do so.                                            Resolved – that Mr Gwynfor Rushton be appointed to the role of Internal Auditor on a permanent basis.
(e) Annual Review of Financial Management Arrangements – members proceeded to carry out a review of the Community Council’s financial management arrangements. Arising from the review, members were satisfied that by bringing all financial matters before the Council, the checks and balances currently in place were adequate in respect of monitoring income and expenditure and in respect of the control and management of the Council’s assets and projects. With regard to banking arrangements, members were happy with the service provided by HSBC who continued to have a local branch at Ruthin.                                               It was agreed that the Community Council continues to operate the financial management arrangements currently in place. 
(f) Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2026/2027 – members noted that, for 2026/2027, the maximum expenditure that can be incurred under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 had been increased from £11.10 to £11.60 per elector.
                                                                                                                                                                               16. NEW CORRESPONDENCE - New correspondence regarding the following matters had been circulated to members prior to the meeting:
(a) One Voice Wales/Planning Aid Wales – The monthly Newsletter together with details of training events were submitted and noted. 
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18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – it was agreed that the next meeting of the Community Council be held at the Community Centre on 25th February 2026.





