LLANGYNHAFAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL - MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL OPEN COMMUNITY MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON 29/04/2026
PRESENT – The meeting was attended by 19 local residents including Councillors and was chaired by Cllr Andy Mitchelmore.                                                                                                                          1. APOLOGIES – Cllr Ian Jones, Cllr Kevin Shenton and Ben Lindquist (Headteacher).                             .                                                                                                                                                                   2. MINUTES – The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and the minutes of the open meeting held on 30 April 2025 were read and signed as a correct record.                                                 .                                                                                                                                                                                 3. MATTERS FROM THE MINUTES.
(a) Community Centre Lease – it was reported that the preparation of a new “ground lease” continued to be looked into by Denbighshire CC and that the Community Council was hopeful that negotiations would be completed in the next few months.                                                    A discussion ensued regarding the importance of the Centre to the community when it was highlighted that the centre provided an excellent venue for all types of group meetings and party bookings.                                                   
4. RURAL NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAM.
The Chair welcomed PC David Jones to the meeting who reported on the work of the Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team with particular reference to the community of Llangynhafal. He stated that the gathered statistics for the area indicated that Llangynhafal was a low crime area with only a very small number of reported incidents mainly relating to theft. Despite this, he stated that there was a need for residents to be vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour or activity to the police particularly as the theft of equipment and machinery appeared to be on the increase.
During an ensuing discussion concern was expressed regarding vehicles speeding through Gellifor despite a 20mph restriction being in place. In reply, PC Jones stated that more and more villages were now erecting Speed Indicator Signs which informed drivers of the speed they were travelling and that this might be something the Community Council would want to consider.
Finally, PC Jones stated that the Police Team did hold surgeries from time to time where the public could discuss particular concerns. Details of the surgeries were posted on social media with the nearest to Gellifor being located at Llandyrnog Shop.
After a full discussion the Chair thanked PC Jones for attending the meeting.

5. COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT 2025/2026.
The Chair, Cllr Andy Mitchelmore, explained that the Community Council was required to prepare and publish a report annually detailing the Council’s priorities, activities and achievements during the past year. This was the Council’s fourth such report copies of which were circulated at the meeting. 
Cllr Mitchelmore referred to the report and gave a brief outline of the work carried out by the Community Council over the past 12 months making particular reference to the following:        
(a) Funding to improve open spaces and play areas – the Chair reported that Denbighshire had invited bids from organisations within Llangynhafal in respect of Commuted Sum Funding amounting to £12,530.00 being made available to improve open spaces and play facilities in the area.                                                                                                                                                                                  In consultation with the school, the provision of new outside play equipment on the school playing field, for use by the school and the community, had been identified as a possible project. In this connection the Community Council had prepared a scheme which had now been submitted for consideration. It was expected that the outcome would be made known within the next few months. 
(b) Community Garden Project – the priority this year had been the provision of Green Bins to the garden via Denbighshire’s Trade Waste Service. The bins had been delivered but problems were being encountered in getting the bins emptied.                                                                  .                                                                                                                                                                   During an ensuing discussion, reference was made to the enjoyment which residents experienced in visiting and volunteering to help develop the Garden. In this connection, the meeting was grateful to Iola Quinn for co-ordinating the work at the Garden and for keeping residents informed of developments and volunteering opportunities. Her work was very much appreciated by everyone concerned and it was agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to Iola thanking her very much for her time and commitment to the Garden Project.
(c) The Golden Lion, Llangynhafal – the Chair commented on the fact that the Golden Lion was no longer operating as a public house. This was a sad development resulting in the loss of a valuable community facility. Discussions had been held with officers from Denbighshire regarding the future of the property and in particular its continued designation as a public house. These discussions were ongoing.
(d) Highway Matters – the Chair reported that the Community Council continued to be in regular contact with Denbighshire on a range of highway issues including complaints about the poor condition of roads due to potholes. The Council was grateful to Denbighshire Highways for carrying out major resurfacing work from Hendrerwydd to Cyffion and from Hendrerwydd to Gellifor. However, the Community Council would continue to press for other roads within the community to receive attention particularly Hwylfa Fain, from Llanychan to Llangynhafal.
(e) Moel Famau Country Park, Footpaths and Bridleways – the condition of footpaths and bridleways continued to be monitored on a regular basis.  
(f) The report highlighted other issues and topics discussed over the past twelve months and during an ensuing discussion the following points were noted –                                                                   (i) The fact that the school playing field continued to be available for children to use out of school hours. (ii) that the review of community seats had been completed with repair/maintenance work having been carried out as necessary. 
(g) The report was available on the Community Council’s website www.llangynhafal.org.uk 
6. GELLIFOR SCHOOL.
In the absence of the Headteacher who had sent his apologies for not being able to make it to the meeting, the Chair commented on the excellent report which the school had received following a recent Estyn inspection. A number of exceptional practices had been highlighted in the report resulting in positive learning experiences for pupils. Numbers at the school were going up and the school had recently moved to the Category 2 Welsh Transitional Stage designed to help schools increase their Welsh medium provision.
7. IDEAS FOR COMMUNITY PROJECTS                                                                                                                     As had been explained last year, it was reported that the Community Council was aware that funding opportunities were becoming available to develop new community schemes or improve existing facilities.
The Council continued to look into this matter but would welcome suggestions on what could be developed/improved within the community. If residents had any suggestions, would they please contact the Community Council direct or by email at clerk@llangynhafal.org.uk.
During an ensuing discussion reference was again made to the lack of a community hub or meeting place during the week (when the community centre was not available) for residents to get together for a chat over tea/coffee or to hold day classes etc.
In this respect it was suggested that the Chapel be contacted to establish if the Chapel Vestry could be used for community activities.                                                                                               ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
There being no further business, Cllr Andy Mitchelmore thanked everyone for attending and for participating in the discussions.



   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                            
