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Minutes of a meeting of the Community Council held at the Community Centre on                    27th May, 2026.
PRESENT – Cllrs Andy Mitchelmore (Chair), Iona Pierce, Bryan Jones, Paul Evans                                   and Huw Jones together with the Clerk (John Roberts).
1. APOLOGIES – Cllrs. Ian Jones, Kevin Shenton and David Taylor                                                                                                                       2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest.  
3. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 2026/2027- Resolved – that Cllr Andy Mitchelmore be appointed Chair and Cllr Ian Jones be appointed Vice Chair for 2026/2027.
4. MINUTES – The minutes of the meeting of the Community Council held on                                 29th April 2026 were confirmed as a correct record.
5. Denbighshire Commuted Sum Funding of £12,529.00 to improve open spaces – Application to provide outdoor play equipment on the school field at Gellifor.  
The Chair reported that the Community Council’s submission was currently being assessed by Denbighshire and that they would be contacting applicants in due course to inform them of the outcome.
6. Highway matters –                                                                                                                                           (a) Poor condition of the roads – members were pleased to note, that since the last meeting, quite a bit of work had been carried out repairing potholes around the community. However, the road from the Golden Lion to Fforddlas remained in very poor condition and it was agreed that this again be referred to Highways for attention.
7. New Ground Lease for the Community Centre – the Clerk reported that, since the last meeting, he and Cllr Paul Evans had met with Rebbeca Williams from Denbighshire’s Estates Department regarding a new ground lease for the Community Centre.
At the meeting it was explained that the Community Council had been requesting a new lease since 1998 when the existing ground lease for the original building expired. The extension to the community centre had been completed in 1999 and, at that time, discussions had taken place regarding a new ground lease for the original hall and extension but the discussions were never concluded.
It was explained that a new lease was now a priority to enable the Community Centre Committee to qualify for assistance from the various organisations offering grant aid. In this connection, however, Rebbeca Williams indicated that if a new lease had not been                                                                                                                                                                          Page 341                                                                                                                                    Page 341                                                                                        finalised, Denbighshire would be happy to write a letter of support confirming that an extension was being negotiated.
At the end of the meeting, Rebbeca Williams agreed to press ahead with making arrangements for a new ground lease to be drawn up for the community centre in consultation with the Education Department and Legal Services. She promised to keep the Community Council informed of developments.
8. Golden Lion, Llangynhafal – further to the discussion held at the last meeting regarding the closure of the Golden Lion, the Chair reported on the current situation and in particular on the actions taken by a group of local residents who were anxious to ensure that the Golden Lion continued to be designated as a public house and not a private dwelling. 
During an ensuing discussion, members highlighted the fact that a number of local residents were asking about the Golden Lion and expressing an interest in helping to secure its future as a public house.
In view of this, it was felt that now would be an appropriate time for the community at large to discuss the future of the Golden Lion, a suggestion which the Chair stated he would look into further with a view to arranging a community meeting to gage the level of support for the pub and the options regarding its future.
9. Footpaths – (i) Path 9/3 Gellifor Farm to Llangynhafal Church 
(ii) Paths 4/2 and 4/3 Pen Stryt, Gellifor to Llanychan 
(iii) Path 7/1 Plas Draw to Ty’n y Caeau and Hwylfa Llwyn 
– further to previous discussions regarding the above paths, it was reported that the various concerns expressed by walkers had been referred to the Rights of Way Section who were looking into possible improvements. To date, it was understood that no improvements had been carried out and it was agreed to keep the matter under review.
10. Power Supply for Christmas Tree at Hendrerwydd – as reported at the last meeting, the Street Lighting Department had agreed to carry out investigations into this matter and a reply was awaited.
11. Kiosk/Defibrillator lighting at Hendrerwydd – Cllr Ian Jones had agreed to make arrangements for the lighting in the Kiosk to be repaired and this work was in hand.
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12. New Notice Board – in accordance with the action agreed at previous meetings, Cllr Iona Pierce reported that an order had been placed for the new notice board and delivery was awaited.
13. Community Garden – (i) Green Bins – as reported to the last meeting, it was understood that, although 2 bins, paid for by the Community Council, had been delivered by Denbighshire’s Trade Waste Service to the garden last year, the bins had never been emptied. 
The Clerk reported that he had written again to the Trade Waste Service who, in reply, apologised for the non-collection and confirmed that they had reinstated the garden’s subscription to cover the period to 31st March 2027 without any further charge. They also stated that immediate arrangements would be made to empty the bins but on checking with Iola Quinn, the Clerk stated that the bins had still not been emptied.
It was agreed to contact Trade Waste Services again to inform them of the above and to ask which day of the week did the Crew visit Gellifor.
(ii) Water Tank – Cllr David Taylor had agreed to refill the water bowser and this work was in hand.
14. Joint Meeting between Denbighshire and Town/Community Councils 27.04.2026 – the Chair reported that he had attended the above meeting which was also attended by the new Chief Executive of Denbighshire County Council. He stated that it had been a useful meeting with both sides having an opportunity to talk about their concerns and problems. The new Chief Executive was anxious to improve links between County and Community Councils and stated that it was her intention to hold Joint meetings on a more regular basis from now on.  
15. Grass Cutting Arrangements – it was agreed to ask the contractor, David Weyman if, in addition to the existing areas of grass cutting within the community, arrangements could be made to cut the grass around the Hendrerwydd Uchaf Plinth at Hendrerwydd and along part of the Llanychan to Pen Stryt footpath near to where the path joins the road at Llanychan.
16. FINANCIAL MATTERS – (a) Current Financial Balance – members noted that the Council’s bank balance at 01.05.2026 stood at £7,575.45. After allowing for unpresented cheques the balance stood at £6,408.44.
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(c) Final Accounts 2025/2026 and Internal Audit Report – the Audit Wales Annual Return Document for 2025/2026 comprising (i) the Accounting Statement and (ii) the Annual Governance Statement was submitted together with the Annual Internal Audit Report prepared by Mr Gwynfor Rushton.
Members worked through the documents and noted that, at year end, the balance in hand amounted to £5,451.00 which was slightly less than last year’s balance. In addition, members considered the Internal Auditor’s Report and noted that the Auditor had found all areas to be satisfactory. 
Resolved – (i) that the Internal Audit Report be received and noted and that the internal auditor, Mr Gwynfor Rushton, be thanked for all his work.                                                                                (ii) that the Annual Return Document including the Accounting Statement and completed Annual Governance Statement be approved and signed by the Chair for submission to Audit Wales.
17. NEW CORRESPONDENCE - New correspondence regarding the following matters had been circulated to members prior to the meeting:
(a) One Voice Wales/Planning Aid Wales – The monthly Newsletter together with details of training events were submitted and noted. 
(b) Clwydian Range and Dee Valley National Landscape Group Meeting (AONB) 14.05.26 – Cllr Bryan Jones reported that he had attended the above meeting held at the Salisbury Arms Community Pub, Tremeirchion on 14th May 2026. He had prepared a note of the meeting which had been circulated to members with the agenda. 
The report included information about (i) Welsh Government financial support to improve the quality of the area’s landscape, (ii) community grants to support small projects on the Clwydian Hills and (iii) the Clwydian Hills Dark Sky Project (to be noted when considering planning applications). 
Resolved – that the Report be noted and that Cllr Bryan Jones be thanked for representing the Community Council at the meeting.
18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – it was agreed that the next meeting of the Community Council be held at the Community Centre on 24th June 2026.





