LLANGYNHAFAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL - MINUTES OF THE OPEN COMMUNITY MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON 08/07/2026 TO DISCUSS THE GOLDEN LION INN
PRESENT – The meeting was attended by 75 local residents including Councillors and, in the absence of Cllr Andy Mitchelmore, was chaired by Cllr Bryan Jones.                                                      .                                                                                                                                                                               1. APOLOGIES – Cllrs Andy Mitchelmore, Ian Jones, Kevin Shenton and Huw Jones.                            .                                                                                                                                                                   2. PLANNING APPLICATION REF 22/2026/0259/PF – Golden Lion Inn, Llangynhafal.                        Change of use of public house to a single dwelling and associated work.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that the meeting had been called by the Community Council to discuss a planning application lodged by the owners of the Golden Lion public house to change the use of the premises from a public house to a single dwelling. Without this permission, the use of public areas for residential purposes was unlawful.     
The Chair explained that applications of this nature are usually decided by Denbighshire’s Planning Committee. However, planning law states that the local Community Council must be consulted and, in view of the pub’s importance to the community, the Council decided to call a public meeting to hear the views of the community before submitting a response.
The Chair explained that it was also open to any member of the public to make a response either in favour or against an application and that he was aware that some of those present at the meeting had been very active in keeping up with developments. One of these was Mr Alun Pugh who was present at the meeting and had agreed to give a summary of events leading up to the planning application and how the Planning Authority will assess it.
In his address to the meeting, Mr Pugh stated that the Golden Lion had functioned for generations as one of the community’s most important community assets and that for many decades it had been part of the centre of village life hosting fundraising and social events. Details of the groups using the venue were given and noted.
The current owners had taken over the pub in 2018 and, at that time, it was a thriving local business. However, since that time it appears that for a variety of reasons outlined at the meeting, a once harmonious relationship with local residents who provided the lifeblood of the business had turned sour. In the circumstances, the owners had decided to close the business and remove vital business fixtures from inside and outside the pub.
After a detailed summary of events had been given, the Chair invited questions and comments from those present asking them to keep focused on the planning application at this stage.
Mr Alun Pugh proceeded to provide answers to the various questions raised and it became evident that all present were attending to show their support for the Golden Lion to remain as a public house and to establish how best to object to the planning application.
In reply, Mr Alun Pugh stated that objections should be sent to Denbighshire County Council. They can be sent formally by letter to the Planning Department at County Hall or via email to planning@denbighshire.gov.uk remembering to include postal address. Also, it might be easier to go to the online planning portal to set up an account and upload the objection.
It was explained that planning decisions are made in accordance with the provisions of the Local Development Plan with, in this case, the following policies being relevant:
Policy BSC12 – Community Facilities                                                                                                                      Policy PSE10 – Local Shops and Services                                                                                                              Policy PSE3 – Protection of Rural Employment                                                                                                     Policy PSE14 – Protection of Outdoor Tourist Industry                                                                                   Policy RD5 – Welsh Language Impact
All objections will count but are likely to carry more weight if they are linked to one or more of the above policies. 
All present were grateful for this information and although the meeting was focussing on the planning application, there was overwhelming support, if all else fails, for some form of community ownership. In this respect, it was the view of the meeting that the community should have the opportunity to look at all possible outcomes before any planning decision was taken.
Finally, the Chair thanked all present for their attendance. He stated that the views of the Open Meeting would be referred to the meeting of the Community Council to be held at the conclusion of this meeting. He also thanked Mr Alun Pugh for all his help and assistance with the meeting and for all his work in keeping the community informed of developments regarding the planning application.
The meeting closed at 8.00pm
                        
